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Spotlight on  

Anoka-Ramsey Community College 

The TAACCCT Health Professions Pathways (H2P) grant 

awarded in September 2011 (not 2012 as reported in March 
newsletter) at Anoka -Ramsey Community College has 
impacted our healthcare programs and communities in nu-
merous ways.  We have strengthened existing partnerships, 
built new relationships, increased retention and created new 
courses and programs of study within the healthcare sector. 
(contôd on page 3) 
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...collective voice...common purpose 

Presidentôs Message: 

Over the past two weeks I have had the opportunity to travel on 

behalf of the H2P Consortium Grant and NN2 where discussions 
ranged from core curriculum and competencies, to workplace skill 
sets needed in entry-level positions.  The message that continued to 
ring strong for me was that entry-level education is not a dirty phrase 
or something we should be ashamed that we provide for students.  In 
fact, entry-level competencies are the very core from which each of 

us began our careers.  (contôd on page 2) 

 ñThe message that continued to ring strong for 

me was that entry-level education is not a dirty 

phrase or something we should be ashamed that 

we provide for students.ò  

-Stacey Ocander, NN2 President 

The Nursing Sim Lab was created with a previous 
DOL grant and continues to be a valuable simulation 
experience for nursing and CNA students,where they 
practice real life simulated emergencies and patient 
experiences. 
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Presidentôs Message (contôd from page 1) 

These are the skills that formed the strong foundation that 

our continued educational paths sprouted from and our 

knowledge framework was built upon.  It is the space that 

our programs and two-year colleges fill for students, pa-

tients, and the workforce industry.  It is our mission. 

For eight years I commuted between Omaha and Lincoln, 
Nebraska, except on the days that Jack Frost blew in a 
new skating rink on Interstate 80, to a private liberal arts 
institution with an average entering ACT of 26.  I loved this 
institution with its rich history, old buildings, and long-
standing traditions.  Each morning as I began my com-
mute I would drive thru my local coffee house where the 
sweetest young barista would make me the most perfect 
nectar of the Gods to start my dayéthe Carmelicious!  We 
did this same routine for years and often I would just pull 
up to the window and my drink would be ready to go.  My 
days were perfect until the one when she announced that 
she had just finished her GED and wanted to know how I 
could help her get into my university so she could enter a 
profession.  I sat in the drive thru staring at this young 
woman, who made each of my days start off perfect, 
knowing there was nothing I could do to help her as our 
university did not accept students with a GED.  

 

Did you knowé 

We have JOB POSTINGS at www.nn2.org.  Click 

here to see the latest postings and stay ahead of the 

game 

We encourage submissions to the NN2 newsletter 

related to health career education and training.  Arti-

cles may be submitted to:  llleach@mccneb.edu. 

Getting to know...  

Rita M. Berthelsen, PhD, RD, LMNT 

Academic Dean of Health, Biological and Sports Sciences Division, Iowa Western 

Community College, Council Bluffs, Iowa. 

Always a dietitian at heart, give me an audience, I will talk about nutrition. 

Avid Kansas Jayhawk follower 

Favorite quotes:  ñSurround yourself with an inner core that compliments your 

leadership.ò ñSuccess can be defined as the progressive realization of a predeter-

mined goal.ò  John C. Maxwell  

Six months later, my commute was nine miles from 

my home to Metropolitan Community College where I 

knew the chances of my not being able to help almost 

every student enter a profession would be few and far 

between. 

As we advocate for our programs and educate others 

on core competencies and curriculum; may we return 

to the foundation and skills that prepared us for our 

futures and remember that we all began in a space 

known as entry-level and it is truly something to cele-

brate!  Oh, as for my barista friend with the GED, she 

will graduate this May with her Masterôs degree in 

Nursing from my old university ;0) 

Dr. Stacey Ocander                                             

Dean, Health and Public Services,                            

Metropolitan Community College, Omaha, NE       

and President, NN2 

 

http://www.nn2.org/jobpostings.html


Spotlight on  Anoka-Ramsey (contôd from page 1) 

We have strengthened many of our employer partners and 
continue to create new employer relationships because of 
H2P.  Grace Pointe Crossings Cambridge, one of our long-
standing employer partners, supports H2P by providing space 
for H2P classes, incumbent worker training opportunities, 
clinical site space, employment for students, and numerous 
service learning opportunities.  FirstLight Pharmacies in Mora, 
MN provided support in applying for the grant and will be taking 
their first Pharmacy Technician student for an internship this 
summer. 

We now have a team of Developmental Education faculty that is 
collaboratively working to support H2P grant outcomes by 
designing courses themed in healthcare.  Our first Healthcare 
Core Curriculum course was approved and will be implemented 
into our new Pharmacy Technician program beginning fall 
2013.  The Pharmacy Technician program was created and 
implemented with H2P funding and our first graduates are 
quickly approaching in August 2013. 

Our CNA program in Cambridge has become the voice for 
H2P.  We recently had a student with an immediate personal 
and professional goal to achieve her CNA Certificate.  The 
student experienced many challenges throughout this process, 
but H2P and the team created by this grant was able to help her 
achieve her goal.  With a group of nurse instructors, a colleague 
from another H2P college, Adult Basic Education and the ARCC 
Retention Coach this student was able to achieve her goal. This 
is a team of people who would not have had an opportunity to 
work together had it not been for the H2P grant. 
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For more information, please visit:                    

www.anokaramsey.edu/H2P.aspx 

Diane Sibley, Adult Basic Education teacher is at the podium.  She 
worked with CNA graduates (those in the photos) in conjunction with 
the CNA teacher in the classroom and outside of the classroom to 
assist the students in reaching their goal of graduating with this     

certificate.  

NN2 Project Future Care National 
Survey Overview and Completion 
Suggestions 

The beginning of April, community college leaders along 

with NN2 membership were sent a link to the NN2 Project 
Future Care National Survey.  The purpose of the research 
project is to better gauge trends and needs in health pro-
fessions education and the workforce.  We wanted to pro-
vide you with further information and perhaps answer some 
questions that may make it easier for you to complete the 
survey. 

You will notice the first part of the survey asks for the par-
ticipantôs name and name of the institution.  This informa-
tion remains confidential and is only collected so that the 
data can be sorted in the event that more than one person 
from the same institution filled out the survey and the re-
searcher would need to contact them to see which one 

should be used in the analysis.   

 

 

 

The research project was funded by Certified Background, how-
ever they will not have any access to the raw data or participant 
information.  As previously mentioned, all participant information 
will remain confidential and only accessible to our consultant, 
Melting Walls.   

We understand that the survey is lengthy and does take time to 
gather all of the information.  If you need time in collecting the 
data, please contact us for a .pdf of the survey.  We recom-
mend that you print out the survey and use it to collect the 
data.  Then click on this link:  https://www.research.net/s/P_F_C  
when you are ready to enter your information.  The link will take 
you directly to the secure survey site where you can enter the 
data.   

At the request of several institutions, we have decided to leave 
the survey open until May 31st, 2013.  It is our hope that we 
achieve a high return rate on the project in order to influence 
policy change and inform decision-makers at our institutions.  If 
you have any questions, please feel free to contact us directly 
at 402-738-4794.  

http://www.anokaramsey.edu/classes/H2P.aspx
https://www.research.net/s/P_F_C


For more information on the conference, click here.  For 

information on Omaha, go to www.visitomaha.com.  To re-

serve a room at the Hotel Deco XV, call 866-475-3326, or 

visit www.hoteldecoomaha.com Be sure to mention NN2 for 

special rate. 

Register Now for the 2013  

Annual NN2  Conference  

CONNECTIONS 

Page 4 

National Network of Health Career Programs in Two-Year Colleges Newsletter 

2013 NN2 Annual  Conference Oct 2-4, 

Omaha, NE 

 

The 2013 Annual NN2 Conference is being held at the 

beautiful Hotel Deco XV in Omaha, Nebraskaôs historic 

downtown area October 2-4, 2013.  The focus of this yearôs 

meeting is ñUnearthing transformational strategies for im-

proving health professional education.ò  With invited and 

proposed speakers, exhibits and numerous networking op-

portunities, this is one conference you wonôt want to miss.  

Bring your family and make it a fun family getaway; explore 

Omahaôs world-class Henry Doorly Zoo, stroll the nearby 

historic Old Market, where youôll find unique shopping and 

fabulous dining, or just relax and enjoy the ambiance at the 

AAA 4-Diamond Hotel Deco XV, a luxurious boutique hotel.   

 

http://www.visitomaha.com/media-
gallery/gallery/videos/?
mt=#.UXlea8Y1HgM.email  

Click link to check out 

Omaha!  

The 26th Annual NN2 Conference  

October 2 -4, 2013 

Omaha, Nebraska  

Registration deadline: Sept. 10  

See next page for Registration form  

Or go to www.nn2.org  

Photos courtesy of the 

Omaha Convention 

and Visitors Bureau 

http://www.nn2.org/2013annualconference.html
http://www.visitomaha.com
http://www.hoteldecoomaha.com
http://www.hoteldecoomaha.com/
http://www.omahazoo.com
http://www.hoteldecoomaha.com/
http://www.visitomaha.com/media-gallery/gallery/videos/?mt=#.UXlea8Y1HgM.email
http://www.visitomaha.com/media-gallery/gallery/videos/?mt=#.UXlea8Y1HgM.email
http://www.visitomaha.com/media-gallery/gallery/videos/?mt=#.UXlea8Y1HgM.email
http://www.nn2.org/



